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1. Lewis (Harpton Court, County Radnor, baronet).  Argent a cross 
double parted and fretty sable, in the 1st and 4th quarters an eagle displayed 
gules, and in the 2nd and 3rd a lion rampant of the second, ducally crowned 
or.  Crest; On a cap of maintenance an heraldic tiger statant or.  Motto; 
‘Expertus fidelem’. 
 
Interpretation – A silver shield with a black cross.  The cross is composed of 
two strands in both horizontal and vertical directions, interlaced.  In the top 
left, and bottom right, quarter there is a spread eagle.  In the top right, and 
bottom left, quarter there is a black lion standing upright, like a boxer, 
facing to the left (as viewed by an observer).  The lion is wearing a duke’s 
crown.  The second image shown is from the net.  It is considered, by the 
writer, to be incorrect.  As the field colour shows through the strands of 
the ‘cross double parted’, they are ‘pierced of the field’.  The added 
‘fretty’ is ‘of the second’ colour, sable. 
 
Crest; A cap of maintenance is shown on the right.  The ‘fabulous beast’ 
standing on the cap is an ‘heraldic tiger’.  Statant means standing with all 
four feet on the ground. 
 
Motto; ‘Having found him faithful’. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
2. Lewis (Brecon).  Argent a dragon’s head and neck erased vert, 
holding in the mouth a bloody hand proper. 
 
Interpretation – A silver shield with a dragon’s head and neck, as though 
torn from the body.  In the dragon’s mouth is a bloody hand, in natural 
colours. 
 
 
 
3. Lewis (Bristol and London).  Sable a chevron ermine between three 
spear heads argent. 
 
Interpretation – A black shield, with an inverted chevron.  The chevron is 
silver, scattered with black ermine spots.  In the top corners, and in base, 
there are three single silver spear points.  
 
 
 



4. Lewis (Canterbury).  Or, on a chief sable three estoiles of the field..  
Crest; An ermine passant proper. 
 
Interpretation – A gold shield with a black band across the top, 
approximately one third of the area of the shield.  On the band three six 
pointed gold stars, with wavy edges.  Crest; An ermine, walking to the left 
(as viewed by an observer), in natural colours. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

5. Lewis (Doncaster; confirmed 22 October 1586).  Sable, a chevron 
between three trefoils slipped or. 
 
Interpretation – A black shield with a gold inverted chevron.  In the top 
corners, and in base, a ‘three leafed clover’, as though stripped from the 
plant (not cut), coloured gold. 
 
 
 
6. Lewis (Stoke, Dorset and Somerset).  Ermine, on a fesse azure three 
boars’ heads couped argent.  Crest; An antelope’s head erased sable, armed, 
attired, maned, tufted, and ducally gorged or. 
 
Interpretation – A silver shield scattered with ermine spots.  Across the 
shield there is a blue band, approximately one quarter of the area of the 
shield.  On the band three silver boars’ heads, as though cut from the body. 
 
Crest; The head of an heraldic antelope, as though torn from the body, 
coloured black.  The antelope has a ducal crown around its neck.  The teeth, 
tusk, horns, mane, tufts, and crown are gold.  The ‘fabulous beast’ on the 
right is an heraldic antelope. 
 
The style of the heraldic antelope, and the heraldic tiger, were derived from 
reports brought back by travelers, and interpreted by artists who had never 
seen the animal.  Natural antelopes, and Bengal tigers, are used in heraldry, 
but the desired nature of the ‘beast’ is defined (kudu, black antelope, et al). 
 
 

 

 
7. Lewis (Essex, Hertfordshire, and Yorkshire).  Sable, a chevron 
between three trefoils argent.  Crest; Out of a ducal coronet or, a plume of 
five ostrich feathers argent. 
 
Interpretation – A black shield with a silver inverted chevron.  In the top 
corners, and in base, a ‘three leafed clover’, as though torn from the plant, 
coloured silver.  (Note.  If a trefoil is to be other than ‘slipped’, it must be so 
blazoned.  For instance, ‘couped’ – ‘cut’.  In this case there is no such 
direction, so, the trefoil is drawn ‘slipped’). 
 
Crest; Five silver ostrich feathers issuing from a gold ducal crown. 

 
 

 



8. Lewis (Rossenden-in-Bleane, Kent).  Argent a chevron gules 
between three beavers’ tails erect proper.  Crest; A demi beaver proper. 
 
Interpretation – A silver shield with a red inverted chevron.  In the top 
corners, and in base, a beaver’s tail, erect, in natural colours.  Crest; A 
beaver, from the loins up, in natural colours. 
 
The beaver’s tail depicted by the writer is that of a North American beaver, 
and is drawn after the style of Haida artist Bill Reid, in the sculpture "Spirit 
of Haida Gwaii: The Jade Canoe", Vancouver International Airport.  In the 
absence on any direction, the tail is drawn ‘erased’; as though torn from the 
body.  The demi beaver is European, derived from a Scottish crest. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
9. Lewis (St Pierre, Monmouthshire; descended through Philip 
Llewellyn-ap-Ivor, second son of Llewllyn, Lord of St Clair and Tredegar, 
from Cadivor Prince of Divet, Pembrokeshire, in the time of William I.).  
Or, a lion rampant guardant sable.  Crest; A griffin segreant sable.  Motto; 
‘Ha persa la fide, ha perso l’honor’. 
 
Interpretation – A gold shield with a black lion standing upright, like a 
boxer, facing to the left (as viewed by an observer), but with his head 
turned to face the observer.  Crest; A black gryphon, in the same pose as 
lion, with wings extended.  A gryphon has the head and forequarters of an 
eagle, albeit with feathered ears, and the hind quarters of a lion.  Motto; 
‘Faith lost, honour is lost’ 
 

 

 

The family held the manor at St Pierre, and moved to Moynes Court, Matherne, in 1893. 
 
 
 
10. Lewis (The Van, Glamorgan; derived Ivor ap Meurig, known in 
Welsh history as Ivor Bach, living in the times of Henry II.  The eventual 
heiress, Elizabeth, only daughter of Thomas Lewis, Esquire, of The Van, 
married Other, Baronet of Plymouth).  Sable, a lion rampant argent.  Crest; 
A lion sejant argent.  Motto; ‘Patriœ fidus’. 
 
Interpretation – A black shield with a white lion standing upright, like a 
boxer, facing to the left (as viewed by an observer). 
 
Crest; A lion, facing to the left (as viewed by an observer), seated, its tail 
issuing from between its loin and left hind leg. 
 
Motto; ‘Faithful to my country’. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
11. Lewis (Lanishen Court, Monmouthshire, and Lanishen House, Glamorgan; both 
originally from Lewis, of Van).  Same Arms, Crest, and Motto.  (Refer No. 10, above.) 



12. Lewis (Green Meadow, Glamorgan).  Quarterly, 1st, sable, a lion 
rampant argent; 2nd, sable a chevron between three spear heads argent 
embrued gules; 3rd, sable, a chevron between three fleurs-de-lis or; 4th, or, 
on a quarter gules two lions passant guardant of the first.  Crests; 1st, Lewis, 
a lion sejant argent; 2nd, Price, a paschal lamb glorified or, bearing a pennon 
of St George.  Mottos; ‘Patriœ fidus’; and ‘Ofner na ofno angau’. 
 
Interpretation - In a quartered shield the quarters are 
numbered as shown above right. 
 
1st quarter; A black field, with a silver lion standing 
upright, like a boxer, facing to the left (as viewed by an 
observer).  Lewis arms.  Refer No. 10 above. 
 
2nd quarter; A black field with a silver inverted chevron.  
In the top corners, and in base three single silver spear 
points, smeared with, and dripping, blood.  Price arms? 
 
3rd quarter; A black field with a gold inverted chevron.  In 
the top corners, and in base three gold fleurs-de-lis. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
4th quarter; A gold field with the upper left quarter coloured red.  On the red 
quarter, two gold lions walking to the left (as viewed by an observer), but 
with their heads turned towards the observer. 
 
Crests; 1st, Lewis, a lion, facing to the left (as viewed by an observer), 
seated, its tail issuing from between its loin and left hind leg.  2nd, Price, a 
gold lamb, standing, facing the left (as viewed by an observer),. 
with a gold halo.  The lamb is carrying, over its right 
shoulder, a staff with the pennant of St George. 
 
Mottos;  Both Lewis, 1st‘Faithful to my country’, and 2nd 
‘Let him be feared who fears not death’.  

 
The second motto is of particular interest, and is attributed only to two families, Bruce and 
Lewis, apparently both of similar ancient lineage: 
 
Gwaithwood, Lord of Cibwyr and Cardigan, lived in the time of Edgar King of England 
(reigned 959-975).  This Edgar summoned all the Welsh Princes to Chester, to row him, in his 
royal barge, on the River Dee.  Gwaithwood said that he could not row, and that he would not 
if he could, except to save a person’s life, whether king or vassal.  Edgar sent a second, and 
very imperious message, which Gwaithwood seemed not to notice, until the messenger 
begged to know what reply he should deliver to the king; when Gwaithwood answeregd thus:-  
“Say to him, - Ofner na ofno augau (Fear him who fears not death).  When the stern reply was 
reported to Edgar, he, discovering the fearless unbendable character he had to contend with, 
prudently changed his autocratic decree into a desire of mutual friendship; and going to 
Gwaithwood, gave him his hand in pledge of his sincerity.  Gwaithwood and his descendants 
adopted, thenceforth, the maxim as a family motto.  Translated from Edward Williams’s 
Welsh collection of historical documents.  Ivor, being a great grandson of Gwaithwood, bore 
the motto. 



13. Lewis (Gilfach, Carmarthen).  Quarterly, 1st and 4th, azure, a stag 
trippant argent, unguled and attired and bearing between his horns an 
imperial crown or; 2nd and 3rd, azure a chevron between three eagles’ heads 
erased or.  Crest; A stag and an eagle’s head, as in the arms. 
 
Interpretation – A quartered shield. 
 
1st and 4th quarters; A blue field with a silver stag, facing to the left (as 
viewed by an observer), with the right hoof slightly raised.  The stag has 
gold antlers and hooves.  Between his horns is a gold imperial crown. 
 
2nd and 3rd quarters; A blue field with a gold inverted chevron.  In the top 
corners, and in base, three gold eagles’ heads, as though torn from the body.  
The writer has used the Australian Wedge Tailed Eagle as a model.  The 
tongue should be gold, as, probably, should be the shine on the pupil. 
 
The crest is stated as a stag and an eagle’s head, as described for the arms.  
The writer does not understand how these would be displayed.  For double 
crests, as in No. 12, immediately above, the writer would place two helms 
over the shield, both looking inwards, and would mount a crest over each.  
This arrangement is, however, simply described as a crest.  One could 
assume that both are side by side on the torse, above a single helm? 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
14. Lewis (Llanarchayron, Cardiganshire).  Gules on a mount in fesse 
vert three towers triple towered argent between three scaling ladders or.  
Crest; Out of a mural coronet gules a demi wolf salient argent.  Motto; 
‘Libertas’. 
 
Interpretation – A red shield with a green ‘hill’ across the centre of the 
shield.  On the ‘hill’ three castles, each with three turrets.  There are three 
gold scaling ladders, two in the top corners, and one in base (50).  Crest; A 
silver wolf, facing to the left (as viewed by an observer), both the rear paws 
resting on the ground, and both the fore-paws level with each, as though 
leaping on prey.  The wolf is leaping out of a crown made of red masonry, 
and is shown from the loins up.  Motto; ‘Liberty’. 
 
 

 
 

 
15. Lewis (Gwynfe, Wales).  Quarterly, 1st and 4th, gules, a griffin 
segreant or, for Lewis of South Wales (Refer No. 18, below); 2nd and 3rd, 
sable three nags’ heads argent, for Lloyd (Refer Nos. 15(b) and 15(c), 
below).  .  Crest; A demi griffin segreant couped or. 
 
Interpretation – A quartered shield. 
 
1st and 4th quarters; A red field with a gold gryphon standing upright, like a 
boxer, facing to the left (as viewed by an observer), with wings extended. 

 

 



2nd and 3rd quarters; A black field with three silver horses’ heads, as 
though torn from the body. 
 
Crest; A gold gryphon standing upright, like a boxer, facing to the left (as 
viewed by an observer), with wings extended, seen from the loins up. 
 
15(b). Lloyd (Burke’s, Page 614) (Marrington, Martin, and Stockton, all 
in the Parish of Chirbury, Salop …… ).  Sable three nags’ heads argent. 
…… . 
 
15(c). Lloyd (Burke’s, Page 615) (Herefordshire).  Sable three nags’ 
heads erased argent,  Crest; A nag’s head erased argent. 
 
There are two Lloyd entries in Burke’s that specify ‘three nags’ heads’.The 
second is the only entry that specifies the form of the heads, ‘erased’.  The 
only image that the writer can find of ‘three nags’ heads’ is ‘erased’.  On 
this basis ‘erased’ has been assumed. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
16. Lewis (Pengwerne, Merioneth).  Ermine a saltire gules. 
 
Interpretation – A silver shield scattered with ermine spots.  Across the 
shield there is a red St Andrew’s cross. 
 
 
 
 
17. Lewis (Monmouthshire).  Chequy or and sable on a fesse gules three 
leopards’ faces jessant-de-lis of the first. 
 
Interpretation – A checker board shield of gold and black (top left square 
gold).  Across the shield there is a horizontal red band approximately one 
quarter of the area of the shield.  On the band three leopards’ faces, with the 
upper petals of a fleur-de-lis issuing from their heads, and the lower petals 
issuing from their mouths. 

 

 
 
 
18. Lewis (Sutton Magna, Salop).  Gules a griffin segreant or.  Crest; A 
demi griffin or. 
 
Interpretation – A red shield with a gold gryphon standing upright, like a 
boxer, facing to the left (as viewed by an observer), with wings extended. 
 
Crest; A gold gryphon standing upright, like a boxer, facing to the left (as 
viewed by an observer), with wings extended, seen from the loins up. 
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19. Lewis (Malvern Hall, Warwickshire).  Gules three serpents nowed in 
triangle argent within a bordure engrailed or. 
 
Interpretation – A red shield with a gold border.  The border is cusped, the 
points inward.  Within the border are three snakes entwined in a triangle. 
 
These appear to be the ancient arms of Ednowain ap Bradwen (born circa 
1130, died circa 1194), Lord of Merionydd (also known as Ednywain ap 
Bradwen, founder of the "15th noble tribe" of north Wales). Blazon: Gules, 
three interlaced snakes argent.  There is information available connecting 
families with the surname Lewis, by descent, to Ednowain, but the writer 
cannot comment on their veracity.  The use of the arms world suggest a 
connection.  Further, there are varying dates suggested; the writer has chosen 
a middle path, and cannot comment on veracity. 
 
The border of the Lewis arms would appear to have been applied for 
difference. 
 
The writer has prepared the snakes (serpents), initially, much as presented by 
James Parker, in his dictionary (1894), and, as an alternative, as three 
conventional ‘knotted snakes’, entwined as a triangle. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
20. Lewis or Lewys (Ledstone Hall and Marre, Yorkshire, baronet; 
extinct).  Sable a chevron between three trefoils or.  Crest, 1674; Out of a 
ducal coronet a plume of five ostrich feathers, two or three sable charged 
with a chevron of the first.  Motto; ‘Spe tutiore armis’. 
 
Interpretation – A black shield with a gold inverted chevron.  In the top 
corners, and in base, a ‘three leafed clover’, as though stripped from the 
plant (not cut), coloured gold.  (When not specified, trefoils are intended to 
be ‘slipped’.)  Crest, 1674; Five ostrich feathers issuing from a gold ducal 
crown; two gold, three black.  The writer has assumed the order shown.  
Across the plume is a black inverted chevron.  Motto; ‘Safer by hope than by 
arms’. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
21. Lewis.  Vert a lion rampant or.  Crest, On a mount vert a greyhound 
couchant gules collared or. 
 
Interpretation – A green shield with a gold lion standing upright, like a 
boxer, facing to the left (as viewed by an observer). 

 
 



Crest; On a green mound, a red greyhound, lying, with a gold collar. 
 
  
 
22. Lewis.  Azure a wolf rampant argent.  Crest, A demi wolf rampant. 
 
 
Interpretation – A blue shield with a silver wolf standing upright, like a 
boxer, facing to the left (as viewed by an observer). 
 
 
 
Crest; a silver wolf standing upright, like a boxer, facing to the left (as 
viewed by an observer), visible from the loins up.. 

 

 
 
23. Lewis  (Stanford, Nottinghamshire).  Argent on a fesse azure three 
boars’ heads couped or, in chief a lion passant gules.  Crest, Out of a mural 
coronet or, a boar’s head erect ermine, langed gules. 
 
Interpretation – A silver shield with a horizontal blue band, approximately 
one third of the shield area, across the centre.  On the band three gold boars’ 
heads, as though cut from the body.  In the area above the blue band a red 
lion, as though walking to the left (as viewed by an observer). 
 
Crest; Out of a crown made of gold masonry, a boar’s head, snout to the top.  
The head is silver, scattered with ermine spots, and has a red tongue. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
24. Lewis.  Paly of six argent and gules on a chief azure a lion passant 
argent ducally crowned or.  Crest, On a chapeau gules turned up ermine a 
greyhound sable collared or. 
 
Interpretation – A shield divided into six vertical stripes (akin to palings), the 
first silver, thence alternating with red.  Across the top of the shield a blue 
horizontal band approximately one third of the area of the shield.  On the 
band a silver lion, wearing a gold ducal crown, walking to the left (as 
viewed by an observer). 
 
Crest; A black greyhound, walking to the left (as viewed by an observer), 
on a ‘cap of maintenance’.  (A dog is considered to be ‘passant’ if not 
otherwise stated.) 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 



25. Lewis.  Per pale indented azure and argent three trefoils slipped 
counterchanged. 
 
Interpretation – A shield divided vertically by an indented line, blue on the 
left, silver on the right (as viewed by an observer).  On the shield three 
trefoils, two up, one in base.  The trefoils take the opposite colour to their 
location; silver on blue / blue on silver.  The lower trefoil, split by the 
indented line, is in two colours, 
 
 
 
26. Lewis, or Lewes.  Argent on a fesse azure three boars’ heads couped 
or, in chief a lion passant gules. 
 
Interpretation – A silver shield with a horizontal blue band, approximately 
one quarter of the shield area, across the centre.  On the band three gold 
boars’ heads, as though cut from the body.  In the area above the blue band a 
red lion, as though walking to the left (as viewed by an observer). 
 
 
 
27. Lewis.  Per fesse gules and azure three bucks’ heads couped at the 
neck or. 
 
Interpretation – A shield divided horizontally, red above, blue below.  Above 
two gold bucks’ heads, as though cut from the body, and one in base.  In 
English heraldry, ‘stag’ indicates a red deer, and ‘buck’ a fallow deer.  These 
should probably be fallow deer heads; with spade-like antlers. 
 
 
 
28. Lewis. (Clynfiew, Pembrokeshire).  Gules three serpents nowed in 
triangle argent within a bordure engrailed or.  Crest; A nag’s head couped, 
bridled proper.  Motto; in English, ‘Be wise as a serpent, harmless as a 
dove’. 
 
Interpretation – A red shield with a gold border.  The border is cusped, the 
points inward.  Within the border are three snakes entwined in a triangle. 
 
Crest; A horse’s head, as though cut from the body, complete with bridle, 
and in natural colours. 
 
The writer has sought to interpret the blazon in the form of a traditional 
Celtic knot pattern, to provide another alternative to the ancient Ednowain ap 
Bradwen form of these arms. 
 
The second version of the arms shown here is from James Parker’s 1894 
dictionary. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



29. Lewis (Festiniog, Merionethshire; derived, through Ievan, of Maes-y-Gammedd, son 
of David ap Ievan, constable of Harlech Castle in the time of Henry VI, from Osborne 
Fitzgerald, Lord of Ynys Maengwyn).  Same arms as Osborne Fitzgerald. 
 
29(b). Fitzgerald-Osborne (Burke’s, Page 355) (Lord of Ynys Maengwyn 
and Corsgelod in Merionethshire, designated by Welsh geneologists by the 
further denomination of Osber Wyddel, or the Stranger from Ireland, and 
more commonly Osbwrn Wyddel, or Osborn the Irishman.  This chief was 
the same stock as the Fitzgeralds, Lords of Desmond, Ireland, and emigrated 
thence to Wales about the middle of the thirteenth century, where being in 
high favour with Llewellyn ap Iorwerth, Prince of North Wales, he obtained  
from that monarch grants of Ynys-y-Maengwyn and Cors-y-gelod, and other extensive 
possessions, and became progenitor of several of the most eminent families in the 
principality.  Descendents:  I. Vaughans, of Cors-y-gelod; II. Yales, of Plas-yn-Yale; II. 
Lloyds, of Plas-Enion; IV. Rogers’s, of Bryn-Bangor; V. Llyds, of Carrog; VI. Lloyds, of 
Rhagatt; VII. Gwyns, of Ynys-y-Maengwyn; VIII. Morgans, of Draws Vynydd; IX. Lewis’s, 
of Festiniog; X. Jones’s of Maes-y-Garnmedd; XI. Wynnes, of Glynn; XII. WYNNS (by 
change of name Nanneys), of Maes-y-Neuadd; XIII. Wynns, of Peniarth.  Ermine a saltire 
gules. 
 
Interpretation – A silver shield scattered with ermine spots.  Across the shield there is a red St 
Andrew’s cross. 
 
 
 
30. Lewis. (Hampton-Lewis, Bodior and Henllys, Anglesey).  Quarterly 1st and 4th, 
quarterly, 1st and 4th, argent a chevron sable between three Cornish choughs proper, in the 
beak of each an ermine spot for Lewis, 2nd and 3rd gules on a chevron between three bucks’ 
heads cabossed argent a crescent of the field for difference, for Roberts, of 
Bodior; 2nd and 3rd quarters, Hampton, gules on a fess or, between a mullet 
in chief and an escallop in base argent three martlets sable.  Crest; 1st, 
Lewis; A Cornish chough proper in the dexter claw a fleurde-lis azure; 2nd, 
Hampton, A wyvern amidst bulrushes proper.  Motto; ‘A Deo a rege’. 
 
Interpretation – A quartered shield.  The 1st and 4th quarters are identical, 
but are, themselves, quartered. 

 

 
Panels 1(1), 1(4), 4(1) and 4(4); A silver field with a black 
inverted chevron.  In the top corners, and in base, a 
Cornish chough, facing the left (as viewed by an 
observer), holding in its beak an ermine spot. 
 
Panels 1(2), 1(3), 4(2) and 4(3); A red field with a silver 
inverted chevron.  In the top corners the head of a fallow 

 

deer, silver, ‘facing the camera’, showing no detail beyond the head.  On the 
chevron a red crescent for difference. 
 
The crescent indicates the arms of a second son. 
 

 



2nd and 3rd quarters; A red field with a gold horizontal band across the 
middle, approximately one quarter of the area of the field.  On the band 
three swallows, with thighs, but without legs, facing the left (as viewed by 
an observer).  Above the band a silver five pointed star.  Below the band a 
silver scallop shell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes on stag's head and buck's head. 
 
The Heraldry Society of Scotland site includes the images shown to the 
right, to illustrate the difference.  The Society considers the distinction 
inadequate. 
 
Other references suggest that deers’ heads in English heraldry are thus 
divided, but that in Scottish heraldry the Red Deer male is used almost 
universally.  The writer has chosen to follow these ‘rules’. 
 
The number of tines, or ‘points’, unless stated, is at the prerogative of the 
draughtsman.  For instance, the Gordon clan crest states ten points, and the 
Gordon Highlander badge states twelve points.  The stag’s head used in No. 
27, and the buck’s head used in No. 30, both above, were developed from 
images of live deer.  The fourteen points used for the stag is not unrealistic, 
nor is the form of the buck’s antlers.  Perhaps a little fiercer than nature? 
 
 
Crests; 1st, Lewis, A Cornish chough, facing the left (as viewed by an 
observer), holding a blue fleur-de-lis in its right claw. 
 
 
 
 
2nd, Hampton, a wyverne amongst naturally coloured bulrushes.  A 
wyverne is a fabulous beast, dragon-like, but with only two legs.  It has the 
head of a serpent and the talons of an eagle.. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
31. Lewis (Lampeter Velfry, Pembrokeshire).  Azure a chevron ermine 
between three garbs.  Crest; An arm embowed holding an arrow.  Motto; 
‘Sors est contra me’. 
 
Interpretation – A blue shield with a silver inverted chevron scattered with 
ermine spots.  In the upper corners there is a wheat sheaf, and one in base.  
The colour is not specified; the writer has assumed natural colour. 

 
 



Crest; A right arm, not including the shoulder, bent, holding an arrow.  The 
colour is not specified.  The writer has assumed natural colour, and added 
the arms colours to the flights. 
 
Motto; ‘Fate is against me’.  (This motto is also used by the family of 
Colonel Poyer, who participated in the defense of Pembroke Castle.)  
 
 
 
32. Lewis (Thomas Lewis, Dublin; impalement funeral entry, Ulster’s 
office, 1656, of his son-in-law, Walter Carwarden).  Sable three scaling 
ladders argent, in chief an eagle displayed of the last. 
 
Interpretation – A black shield with three silver scaling ladders, one either 
side, and one in base.  Centre top a silver eagle.  Impalement is a rather 
gruesome form of execution. 
 
 
 
33. Lewis (John Lewis Esquire, of Pascoed, whose only daughter and 
heir married Colonel Marton Trevor, created Viscount Gungannon, 
impalement funeral entry, Ulster’s Office, of Lord Dungannon, died January 
1669).  Azure a chevron between three lions rampant or. 
 
Interpretation – A blue shield with a gold inverted chevron.  In the upper 
corners there is a gold lion standing upright, like a boxer, facing to the left  

 
 

(as viewed by an observer), and one in base.  Impalement is a rather gruesome form of 
execution. 
 
 
 
34. Lewis (confirmed to Arthur Gambell Lewis, Esquire, of Seatown, 
Dublin, and Clanamully, Monaghanshire).  Sable on a chevron ermine 
between three spear heads argent a crescent gules.  Crest; Out of a ducal 
coronet proper five ostrich feathers alternately gules and azure charged with 
a chevron or, thereon a crescent gules.  Motto; ‘Bidd llu hebb llydd’. 
 
Interpretation – A black shield, with an inverted chevron.  The chevron is 
silver, scattered with black ermine spots.  In the top corners, and in base, 
there are three single silver spear points.  On the chevron a red crescent. 
 
The crescent indicates the arms of a second son. 
 

 
 

 
 

Crest; Five ostrich feathers issuing from a gold ducal crown; two blue, three red.  Across the 
plume is a gold inverted chevron.  On the chevron a red crescent. 
 
Motto; ‘In the path of an army, no man can stand’. 
 
 



35. Lewis (Kilcullen, County Kildare, and Grosvenor Street, Grosvenor 
Square, London).  Same arms, a mullet gules.  Crest; Out of a ducal coronet 
proper five ostrich feathers alternately gules and azure charged with a 
chevron or.  Motto; ‘Bidd llu hebb llydd’. 
 
Interpretation – A black shield, with an inverted chevron.  The chevron is 
silver, scattered with black ermine spots.  In the top corners, and in base, 
there are three single silver spear points.  On the chevron a red five pointed star. 

 
 

The five pointed star indicates the arms of a third son. 
 
Crest; Five ostrich feathers issuing from a gold ducal crown; two blue, three 
red.  Across the plume is a gold inverted chevron. 
 
Motto; ‘In the path of an army, no man can stand’. 

 
 

 
 
 
Armorial Général 
 
Johannes Baptista Rietstap (1828–1891) 
 
 
 
The reference contains only two Lewis entries, both baronets. 
 
 
 
36. Lewis de Harpton D'argent, à deux jumelles de sable, frettées du 
champ, passées en croix, acc. aux 1 et 4 d'une aigle de gueules et aux 2 et 3 
d'un lion de sable, couronné d'or. 
 
Lewis of Harpton.  Argent, to two doubled of sable, fretty of the field, once 
over in cross, between to 1 and 4 an eagle gules and to 2 and 3 a lion sable 
crowned or.  Translation by the writer. 
 
Interpretation – Lewis (Hampton).  A silver shield with a black cross.  The 
cross is composed of two strands in both horizontal and vertical directions.  
The black lines of the cross have, superimposed, silver fretwork.  In the top 
left, and bottom right, quarter there is a red eagle.  In the top right, and 
bottom left, quarter there is a black lion.  The lion is wearing a gold crown. 
 
The Rietstap blazon differs from that in Burke’s, in that the ‘fretty’ is stated 
as ‘of the field’.  That is to say, it is silver.  In the web image shown in No. 
1, above, the artist appears to have sought to interpret the Burke’s blazon.  
To the writer, black fretwork, on a black cross, does not make a great deal 
of sense. 
 
The upper web image to the right seems to have sought to conform to the 
Rietstap blazon.  The lower one is simply a ‘cross double parted’.  If the 
artist did not cause the narrow bars to cross, it would be a ‘cross voided’. 

 
 

 
 



37.  Lewys de Ledston De sable, au chevron d'or, acc. de trois trèfles du 
même. Casque couronné. 
 
Lewys de Ledston.  Sable, to the chevron or between three trefoils of the 
same, crowned with a helmet.  Translation by the writer. 
 
 
Interpretation – Lewis or Lewys (Ledstone).  A black shield with a gold inverted 
chevron.  In the top corners, and in base, a ‘three leafed clover’, as though stripped from the 
plant (not cut), coloured gold.  (When not specified, trefoils are intended to be ‘slipped’.). 
 
 
 
The International Register of Arms, 18th October 2011. Registration No. 
0204. (Vol.2) 
 
 
 
38. Lewis (Dr. Lawrence Benjamin Lewis, Loyola University New 
Orleans).  Gules three fleurs-de-lis conjoined in pall or on a chief wavy 
argent a bar wavy of the field.  Crest; Issuant from a Saxon crown or a 
pelican's head erased gules beaked argent holding in its beak a sun of the 
first.  Motto; ‘Dicite in Lumine’.  Badge; A psi-de-lis or. 
 
Interpretation – A red shield with a silver band across the top of the shield, 
approximately one third of the area of the shield, this having a wavy lower 
edge.  Superimposed upon this a wavy red band, one third again of the area.  
In the main field, three radiating fleurs-de-lis, conjoined below the band. 
 
Crest; Issuing from a Saxon crown, a pelican’s head, holding in its beak a 
gold sun.  The blazon does not state that the pelican’s beak is silver.  
Further, ‘the first’ is ‘gules’; red.  That is to say, that the sun should be red.  
As the originator drew the crest, we can assume that the drawing is correct.  
A Saxon crown is a simple crown, with four decorative pillars, of which 
three are seen, and no jewels. 
 
The “psi-de-lis” or “psy-de-lys” heraldic badge recalls the armiger's cultural 
heritage and his work as a psychologist.  The armiger designed this unique 
device as a gold fleur-de-lis with foot extended and arms upturned in the 
form of the Greek letter psi. 

 

 
 

 

 
The armiger designed and assumed these arms during his studies in the licentiate programme 
of the Royal Heraldry Society of Canada. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pub Signs 
 
There are a number of pubs that use the name ‘The Lewis Arms’.  The writer could find only 
one that had a pub sign in the form of a coat of arms. 
 
 
 
39. Lewis (Lewis Arms Pub, Tongwynlais, Cardiff, 
Glamorgan).  A shield quartered of twelve.  An eye-
catching design, but, none of the quarters are Lewis. 
 
The pub uses the motto of Gwaithwood, Lord of Cibwyr 
and Cardigan; ‘Ofner na ofno augau’ – ‘Fear him who 
fears not death’. 
 
 
 
 
Araltas 
 
Coats of Arms in Ireland and from around the world 
 
Eddie Geoghegan 
Kiltoom, Athlone, 
Co. Roscommon, Ireland 
 
 
 
This is a reliable, comprehensive site that lists two Lewis arms. 
 
 
 
40. Lewis (Galthorpe).  Ermine a lion rampant azure armed and langed 
gules.  Blazoned by the writer. 
 
Interpretation – A silver shield scattered with ermine spots.  On the shield a 
blue lion standing upright, like a boxer, facing to the left (as viewed by an 
observer).  The lion has red claws and tongue. 
 

 
 

The writer could not find independent evidence for this coat of arms. 
 
 
 
41. Lewis (Ireland).  Sable on a chevron ermine between three broad 
arrows argent point up a crescent gules.  Blazoned by the writer. 
 
Interpretation – A black shield, with an inverted chevron.  The chevron is 
silver, scattered with black ermine spots.  In the top corners, and in base, 
there are three single silver broad arrow points, point up.  On the chevron a 
red crescent.  The crescent indicates the arms of a second son. 



 
The writer believes this to be an interpretation of the arms shown at No. 34, 
above. 
 
The blazon (written description of arms) in Burke’s Armory specifically 
states ‘three spear heads’.  Traditionally, spear points are shown point up, 
and have no barbs.  After all, the owner of the spear needs to be able to 
withdraw the weapon. 
 

 
 

The heads shown in the Araltas image are in the form of ‘pheons’, the points of cross bow 
bolts, or javelins, but lack the jagged inner edge.  They are in the form of a ‘broad arrow’.  
Arrows, arrow heads, and pheons, are shown point down, unless otherwise stated. 
 
 
 
Other Web Sites offering Lewis Arms 
 
 
 
Damian’s Dominion 
lewis-mccrory-central.com 
 
West Coast Lewis 
groups.yahoo.com/group/Westcoastlewisfamily/cal 
 
Designs of Wonder 
designsofwonder.com 
 
 
 
42. Lewis.  Or three bars azure a lucie gules urinant 
interlaced.  Crest; A dexter wing or, charged with three 
bars azure a lucie gules urinant interlaced.  Blazoned by 
the writer. 
 
Interpretation – A gold shield with three horizontal blue 
bands across it.  A red pike, diving, is interlaced through 
the bands. 
 
Crest; A right eagle’s wing, charged and coloured as the 
field. 
 
The fish in first two net images is of the form of a pike, or 
barracuda.  The fins are in an appropriate position for such 
a fish.  Further, the use of the pike has a long tradition in 
heraldry, being one of the first two fish ever listed. 
 
On this basis, the writer has assumed a pike, traditionally 
called a ‘lucie’.  The writer cannot comment on the colour 
of the pike, red, or silver / grey / proper (natural colour). 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



The writer could not find authoritative evidence for this 
coat of arms. 
 
 
 
My Space 
myspace.com/danamzsugarbear/photos 
 
 
 
43. Lewis.  Or on a fesse azure three bars of the field, a 
battle axe, point down, proper, interlaced.  Crest; A dexter 
wing or, charged with three bars azure, a battle axe proper, 
point down, interlaced.  Blazoned by the writer. 
 
Interpretation – A gold shield with three horizontal blue 
bands across it.  A battleaxe, point down, proper, is 
interlaced through the bands.  Crest; A dexter eagle’s wing 
charged as the arms. 

 

 
The source of this coat of arms appears to be similar to that of No. 42, 
above, both having similar colouring, and both using the wing as a crest. 
 
The reference, ‘Fairbairn’s Crests’, 1905, contain approximately forty Lewis 
crests, but none include a ‘dexter wing’. 
 
The writer could not find authoritative evidence for this coat of arms. 
 
 
 
For Everything Genealogy 
addoway.com 
 
Zazzle 
zazzle.com 
 
Amazon 
amazon.co.uk/Lewis-Polish-Chrome-Lighter-Flints/dp/B00645SLOA2 
amazon.co.uk/Lewis-Stainless-Steel-Flask-Satin/dp/B00653C7V6 
amazon.co.uk/Lewis-Coat-Silver-Plated-Money/dp/B0065LVW9G 
 
 
 
44. Lewis.  Argent a chevron gules between three oak 
leaves proper.  Blazoned by the writer. 
 
Interpretation – A silver shield with a red inverted chevron.  
In each upper corner, and in base, an oak leaf in natural 
colours. 
 

  

The writer could not find authoritative evidence for this coat of arms. 



Designs of Wonder 
designsofwonder.com 
 
Damian’s Dominion 
lewis-mccrory-central.com 
 
Printable Coat of Arms 
printablecoatofarms.org 
 
 
 
45. Lewis.  Or a gryphon’s head and neck erased vert, beaked or, holding 
in the mouth a bloody hand proper.  Blazoned by the writer. 
 
Interpretation – A gold shield with a green gryphon’s head and neck, as 
though torn from the body.  The gryphon has a gold beak.  In the gryphon’s 
mouth is a bloody hand, in natural colours. 
 
It is the opinion of the writer that this shield is incorrect.  The blazon in 
Burke’s Armory quite clearly states a ‘dragon’s head’. 
 
There is a ‘Lewis of Warner Hall’ site which includes the blazon ‘Argent a 
griffin's head and neck erased vert, holding in the mouth a bloody hand’.  
This is not in accordance with Burkes. 
 
The Warner Hall site goes on to suggest that there is no significant 
difference between an heraldic dragon, and an heraldic griffin. 
 
A dragon has a serpent’s head and body, and a bat’s wings. 
 
A gryphon has an eagle’s head, albeit with feathered ears, eagle’s tallonn, 
eagle’s wings, and the hindquarters of a lion. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
The two are quite separate, and not interchangeable. 
 
Strangely, the Warner Hall site includes an image of the correct arms; ‘Argent a dragon’s 
head and neck erased vert, holding in the mouth a bloody hand proper’. 
 
 
 
Designs of Wonder 
designsofwonder.com 
 
 
 
46. Lewis.  Sable, a lion rampant argent, on a fesse or 
three bees volant en arriere proper.  Blazoned by the 
writer. 
 
Interpretation – A black shield with a white lion standing 
upright, like a boxer, facing to the left (as viewed by an   



observer).  Across the shield a horizontal gold band, approximately one quarter of the 
shield area.  On the band three bees, flying ‘up the shield’, in natural colours. 
 
The writer could not find authoritative evidence for this coat of arms.  However, bees do 
feature in a number of the crests illustrated in ‘Fairbairn’s Crests’, published twenty ones 
years after ‘Burke’s Armory’. 
 
 
 
The Tree Maker 
thetreemaker.com 
 
 
 
47. Lewis.  Or, a lion rampant sable, armed and langed gules.  Crest; A 
lion rampant or, armed and langed gules.  Blazoned by the writer. 
 
Interpretation – A gold shield with a black lion standing upright, like a 
boxer, facing to the left (as viewed by an observer).  The lion has red claws 
and tongue. 
 
Crest; A gold lion standing upright, like a boxer, facing to the left (as 
viewed by an observer).  The lion has red claws and tongue. 
 
The writer could not find authoritative evidence for this coat of arms. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Designs of Wonder 
designsofwonder.com 
 
 
 
48. Lewis.  Sable on a chevron or / argent between 
three broad arrows argent / or a crescent gules.  Blazoned 
by the writer. 
 
Interpretation – A black shield, with an inverted chevron.  
The chevron is gold / silver.  In the top corners, and in 
base, there are three single silver / gold broad arrows.  On 
the chevron a red crescent. 
 
The crescent indicates the arms of a second son. 
 
These arms appear to be variations upon a theme, and 
appear to be based on No. 34, above. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The writer could not find authoritative evidence for these coats of arms. 
 
 



49. Lewis (Warner Hall).  Argent a dragon’s head and neck erased vert, 
holding in the mouth a bloody hand proper. 
 
Interpretation – A silver shield with a dragon’s head and neck, as though 
torn from the body.  In the dragon’s mouth is a bloody hand, in natural 
colours.  
 
Curiously, this correct arms (refer No. 2, above) accompanies an incorrect blazon that calls 
for a gryphon.  The article further states that dragons are interchangeable, there being little 
difference. 
 
From James Parker’s Dictionary: 
 
The Griffin or Gryphon is a compound of the Lion and the Eagle. The lower part of its body, 
with the tail and the hind-legs, belong to the lion; the head and the fore-part, with the legs and 
talons, to those of the eagle, but the head retains the ears of the lion.  It has large wings, which 
also closely resemble those of the eagle. 
 
The Dragon, the next in importance to the griffin amongst the fictitious animals, seems 
perhaps to have had its origin in the stories brought by travellers who, on their way to the 
Holy Land, may have seen the crocodiles on the banks of the Nile, and exaggerated or 
idealized the form; and probably the word, in some of the instances in which it is used in the 
Bible, means the crocodile. 
 
Represented usually ….. rampant, its head is that of a serpent, of which an essential addition 
in the forked tongue.  It has also, like the griffin, ears.  The body, as to its proportions, is that 
of a lion, but it is represented scaled, and the large wings, instead of being those of an eagle, 
are webbed and pointed, and resemble rather those of the bat.  The legs are also scaled, and 
the feet are represented usually with webbed talons, instead of those of the eagle; a spur, 
however, is often added. The tail, instead of ending like that of a lion, in a tuft, is always 
represented as barbed in English arms, but in French arms it is sometimes represented as with 
a fish-tail, and twisted. 
 
From Wikipedia: 
 
A Wyvern or Wivern is a legendary winged creature with a dragon’s head, reptilian body, 
two legs (sometimes none), and a barbed tail.  The wyvern is found in heraldry. 
 
There are a number of versions of this coat of arms available on the net, this one being 
correct.  There are a number of errors on some of the others.  In assessing correctness one 
might consider the following: 
 

• The erased head should be a dragon, not a gryphon. 
• The hand in the mouth should be a right hand. 
• The hand should be shown ‘palm towards the camera’. 

 
Inspection of the net images will reveal many errors. 
 
 
 



Lewis Family Coat of Arms 
 
 
 
 
50. Lewis (Poropotank Creek, Virginia, U.S.A.).  Quarterly.  1. Argent a 
dragon head and neck erased vert, holding in the mouth a bloody hand 
(Lewis). 2. Gules three towers triple towered argent (Howell). 3. Argent 
three chevronels (not identified) 4. Argent three torteaux (not identified). 5. 
Argent a chief azure three lozenges or. (Fielding). 6. Vert a cross engraved 
or. (Warner).  7. Azure three bowls argent, out of each a boar's head.  Crest: 
A dragon's head and neck erased vert, holding in its mouth a bloody hand.  
Motto; ‘Omne solum forti patricia est’. 

 

 
Interpretation - A quartered shield. 
 
1st quarter; A field with a dragon’s head and neck, as 
though torn from the body.  In the dragon’s mouth is a 
bloody hand, in natural colours.  Lewis arms. 
 
2nd quarter; A red field with three castles, each with three 
towers.  Howell arms.  Howell (Burke’s, Page 513) 
(Prince of Caerleon-upon-Uske, Mommouthshire). 
 
3rd quarter; A silver field with three narrow inverted 
chevrons.  The colour of the chevrons is not known. 
 
4th quarter; A silver field with three red discs. 
 
5th quarter; A silver field with a blue horizontal band 
across the top, approximately one third of the area of the 
shield.  On the blue band three gold rhombus (lozenges / 
diamonds?).  Fielding arms.  The arms commonly used for 
Fielding has gold lozenges on a blue fesse (a band across 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

the middle of the field).  Fielding (Burke’s, Page 349) (Warwichshire).  (Earl of Denbigh?) 
 
6th quarter; A green field with a gold cross.  As there in no heraldic term ‘engraved’ 
attributable to crosses, the writer has drawn a cross engrailed.  Warner arms.  The arms 
commonly used for Warner are green with a gold engrailed cross.  Warner (Burke’s, Page 
1077) (Norfolk). 
 
7th quarter; A blue field.  On the field three silver bowls 
containing in each a boar’s head.  In the absence of 
guidance the writer has assumed silver boars’ hear, and has 
assumed ‘couped’, as though cut by the butcher, or the 
cook. 
 
Without being able to see an image of the complete, seven 

 
 

‘quartered’, arms, or read a detailed account of family marriages, the writer cannot assess the 
form of the assembled shield.  The writer has, therefore, drawn the quartered shield shown on 



the web site (assuming red chevronels). 
 
Crest; A dragon’s head and neck, as though torn from the body.  In the 
dragon’s mouth is a bloody hand, in natural colours. 
 
 

 

 

 
The writer has noted, with interest, a site supported by 
biggar.com that had both Lewis and Bradwen coats of 
arms.  Further searching under Bradwen inspired a few 
more variations on the ancient Ednowain ap Bradwen form 
of the arms at Nos. 19 and 28, above.  These are shown to 
the right. 
 
The first is of the form used by biggar.com .  It is simply 
three ‘standard’ nowed (knotted) serpents. 
 
The second, a minor variation on the original arms, from 
liv.ac.uk . 
 
The third, in the form of live snakes, from an M.S. Escher 
woodcut, ‘Snakes’, from profiles.google.com . 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The last, a Celtic style pattern of three snakes, inspired by the symbol of the Wychwood 
Warriors, an Oxford re-enactment society, also from profiles.google.com . 
 
 
 
51. Lewes (Wilcanton, Somerset, descended from Monmouth, Barnaby 
Lewes, Esquire, of Wilcanton, in the time of Queen Elizabeth and James I, 
son of Thomas Lewes, grandson of William Lewes, and great grandson of 
William Lewes, of Matherne, Monmouth.  Visit Somerset 1623).  Ermine, 
on a fesse azure three boars’ heads couped argent.  (Burke’s, Supplement, 
Page cxii) 
 
Interpretation – A silver shield scattered with ermine spots.  Across the shield there is a blue 
band, approximately one quarter of the area of the shield.  On the band three silver boars’ 
heads, as though cut from the body. 
 
The writer checked the supplement in Burke’s for any Lewis entry that might have been 
missed, and found the entry immediately above. 
 
This family appears to be the same one as discussed in No. 6, above, the arms identical.  The 
spelling of the surname would appear to be an error. Barnaby Lewis held the manor of 
Wincanton from1673, and was succeeded by two more generations of Barnaby Lewis, and 
generations of Lewis, thereafter.  There is no place named Wilcanton in England.  A St Pierre 
owner, named William (ap Lewis?), adopted the permanent surname of Lewis in 1487.  The St 
Pierre family moved to Matherne in 1893.  It appears likely that the St Pierre / Matherne 
Lewis’s, and the Wincanton Lewis’s, are of the same family.  The St Pierre /  Matherne family 
at No. 9, above, would appear to be that from which the others have descended. 



52. Lewis.  (Llanishen).  Or on a canton gules two lions passant of the 
first. 
 
Interpretation – A gold shield with a red segment in the top left corner.  This 
segment is approximately one third of the shield in both directions.  On the 
segment two gold lions walking from right to left (as viewed by an 
observer). 
 
This coat of arms appeared on the quartered shield of another Welsh family that the writer 
was researching, as Lewis of Llanisben.  There being no place in Wales named Llanisben, 
research quickly revealed the family Lewis of Llanishen.  The family is described a ‘cadet 
branch’ of Lewis of The Van (No. 10, above).  It is interesting to note the similar spelling of 
No. 11, Lewis of Lanishen Court.  This family, however, used the full arms of Lewis of The 
Van. 
 
The arms of Lewis of Green Meadow are quite similar to those of Lewis of Llanishen: 
 

Both have the arms of Lewis of The Van in the first quarter; 

Both have what appears to be Price arms in the second quarter.  In the Llanishen arms, 
the spear heads are not embrued (blood stained and dripping); 

The arms in the third quarter are identical; 

The fourth quarter of the Llanishen arms uses a canton (1/3 x 1/3), rather than the full 
quarter in the Green Meadow arms; and 

The lions in the fourth quarter of the Llanishen arms are ‘passant’ (looking where they 
are going), whilst those in the Green Meadow arms are ‘passant guardant’ (looking at 
the camera). 

 
It is the opinion of the writer that the Green Meadow family was also a ‘cadet branch’ of 
Lewis of The Van. 
 
The Llanishen family produced a number of Sheriffs, High Sheriffs, and a Member of 
Parliament.  The position of Sheriff, or High Sheriff, is that of the sovereign’s judiciary 
representative for the region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lewis Mottos and Translations 
 
A Deo et rege From God and the king 
Be wise as a serpent, harmless as a dove  Be wise as a serpent, harmless as a dove 
Bidd llu hebb llydd In the path of an army, no man can stand 
Byddwch gyfiawn ac nag of nwch  Be righteous, and fear not 
Expertus fidelem  Having found him faithful 
Ha persa la fide, ha perso l’honore  Faith lost, honour is lost 
Hœc olim meminisse jwabit  It will hereafter delight us to remember these 

things 
La fortune passe par tout  The vicissitudes of fortune are common to all 
Libertas  Liberty  
Patriœ fidus  Faithful to my country 
Sors est contra me Fate is against me 
Spe tutiores armis  Safer by hope than by arms 
Ofner na ofno augau  Fear him who fears not death 
 
 
 

Lewis Baronets and Barons 
 
 
 
Lewis baronets, of Llangorse (1628) 
 
The Lewis Baronetcy, of Llanghorse in the County of Brecon, was created in the Baronetage 
of England on 14 September 1628 for Sir William Lewis, 1st Baronet, Member of Parliament 
for Petersfield (UK Parliament constituency, Breconshire (UK Parliament constituency) and 
Lymington (UK Parliament constituency).  The title became extinct on his death in 1677. 
 
 
 
Lewis baronets, of Ledstone (1660) 
 
The Lewis Baronetcy, of Ledstone, was created in the Baronetage of England on 15 October 
1660 for Sir John Lewis.  Born circa 1615.  The title became extinct on his death in 1671. 
 
 
 
Lewis baronets, of Harpton Court (1846) 
 
The Lewis Baronetcy, of Harpton Court in the County of Radnor, was created in the 
Baronetage of the United Kingdom on 11 July 1846 for the politician Sir Thomas Frankland 
Lewis, 1st Baronet.  His son, the 2nd Baronet, was a distinguished statesman who served as 
both Chancellor of the Exchequer  and Home Secretary.  The title became extinct on the death 
of the fourth Baronet in 1911. 
 



from The Plantagenet Roll of The Blood Royal 
 
Right Honourable Sir Thomas Frankland Lewis, 1st Baronet, P.C., M.P., born 14th May 
1780; died 22nd January 1855. 
 
Right Honourable Sir George Cornewall Lewis, 2nd Baronet, P.C., M.P., the eminent 
statesman and author, born 21st October 1806; died 13 th April 1863. 
 
The Reverend Sir Gilbert Frankland Lewis, 3rd Baronet, M.A., Cannon of Worcester, born 
21st July 1808; died 18th December 1883. 
 
Sir Herbert Edmund Frankland Lewis, 4th Baronet, J.P., D.L. (Harpton Court, near Kingston, 
Radnor), born 31st March 1846; 
 
from National Library of Wales - Harpton Court Estate Records 
 
The Lewis family can be traced back to Harpton Court to the mid 16th century when a 
Thomas Lewis, sheriff of Radnorshire in 1555 was living there.  Towards the close of the 
ensuing century another Thomas Lewis owned the estate.  He was succeeded by yet another 
Thomas Lewis (b. 1690) who represented Radnorshire boroughs in Parliament from 1715 to 
1768.  He was succeeded by his nephew John Lewis whose second wife was Anne, daughter 
of Admiral Sir Thomas Frankland. 
 
Their heir was Thomas Frankland Lewis, 1780-1855, who married Harriett, daughter of Sir 
George Cornewall of Moccas Court, Herefordshire, and sister of Caroline who married Sir 
William Duff Gordon.  Thomas Frankland Lewis was MP for Beaumaris in 1812 and MP for 
Radnor 1847-1855.  He served as Chairman of the Poor Law Commission, 1834-1839, and, in 
1843, he also chaired the enquiry into the Rebecca riots. He was made a baronet in 1846. 
 
He was succeeded by Sir George Cornewall Lewis, 2nd baronet, who was MP for 
Herefordshire, 1847-1852 and Radnor boroughs, 1855-1863.  He served as Poor Law 
Commissioner from 1839 until its abolition in 1847, Chancellor of the Exchequer 1855-1858, 
Home Secretary 1859-1861, and Secretary of State for War, 1861-1863.  He was also editor 
of the Edinburgh Review, 1852-1855. 
 
On his death in 1863, the estate passed to his brother, the Rev. Sir Gilbert Frankland Lewis, 
3rd baronet (b. 1819).  He was canon of Worcester 1856, rector of Gladestry in Radnorshire 
1832-1860, and of Monnington-on-Wye in Herefordshire, 1832-1864. 
 
His heir was Herbert Edmund Frankland Lewis, 4th Baronet (b. 1846). 
 
The Duff Gordons inherited Harpton Court in 1911. 
 
Sir Henry William Duff Gordon, 6th baronet, is noted as residing in Harpton Court in 1951. 
 
In 1912, Sir Cosmo Duff-Gordon, son of the 6th Baronet, and his wife Lucy, were passengers 
on the ill-fated maiden voyage of the Titanic.  Luckily, they both managed to find space on a 
lifeboat and were saved. 
 
 



Lewis baronets, of Brighton (1887) 
 
The Lewis Baronetcy, of Brighton in the County of Sussex, was created in the Baronetage of 
the United Kingdom on 6 April 1887 for Sir Charles Lewis, 1st Baronet, Member of 
Parliament for North Antrim (UK Parliament constituency).  Born 1825.  The title became 
extinct on his death in 1893. 
 
 
 
Lewis baronets, of Nantgwyne (1896) 
 
The Lewis Baronetcy, of Nantgwyne in the County of Glamorgan, was created in the 
Baronetage of the United Kingdom on 15 February 1896. 
 
Baron Merthyr, of Senghenydd in the County of Glamorgan, is a title in the Peerage of the 
United Kingdom.  It was created in 1911 for the Wales coal mining magnate William Lewis, 
1st Baron Merthyr.  He had already been created a baronet, of Nantgwyne in the County of 
Glamorgan, in 1896.  The barony is named after the town of Merthyr Tydfil, where Lewis was 
born.  Lord Merthyr's grandson, the third Baron, was Chairman of Committees in the House 
of Lords from 1957 to 1965 and a Deputy Speaker from 1957 to 1974.  The latter was 
succeeded by his son, the fourth Baron.  He disclaimed the peerage for life on 26 April 1977, 
three weeks after succeeding his father.  He does not use his title of baronet either. 
 
The Hon. Robin Lewis, fourth son of the third Baron, was appointed Lord Lieutenant of 
Dyfed in December 2006, although this was not officially reported in the London Gazette 
until September 2007. 
 
Barons Merthyr (1911) 
 
William Lewis, 1st Baron Merthyr  (1837–1914) 
 
Herbert Clark Lewis, 2nd Baron Merthyr (1866–1932) 
 
William Lewis, 3rd Baron Merthyr  (1901–1977) 
 
Trevor Oswin Lewis, 4th Baron Merthyr (born 1935) (disclaimed 1977) 
 
The Heir apparent is the present holder's son, David Trevor Lewis (born 1977) 
 
 
 
Lewis baronets, of Portland Place and The Danish Pavilion (1902) 
 
The Lewis Baronetcy, of Portland Place in Marylebone in the County of London and of The 
Danish Pavilion in Overstrand in the County of Norfolk, was created in the Baronetage of the 
United Kingdom on 1 August 1902 for the lawyer Sir George Lewis, 1st Baronet.  The title 
became extinct when the third Baronet was killed in action in 1945. 
 
Sir George Lewis, 1st Baronet  (1835-1911) 
 



Sir George James Graham Lewis, 2nd Baronet (1868-1927) 
 
Sir George James Ernest Lewis, 3rd Baronet (1910-1945) 
 
 
 
Lewis baronets, of Essendon Place (1918) 
 
The Lewis Baronetcy, of Essendon Place in the County of Hertford, was created in the 
Baronetage of the United Kingdom on 11 February 1918. 
 
Baron Essendon, of Essendon in the County of Hertford, was a title in the Peerage of the 
United Kingdom.  It was created on 20 June 1932 for the shipping magnate Frederick Lewis, 
1st Baron Essendon.  He had already been created a baronet, of Essendon Place in the County 
of Hertford, in the Baronetage of the United Kingdom on 11 February 1918.  He was 
succeeded by his only son, the 2nd Baron.  He was a well-known motor-racing driver.  The 
titles became extinct on his death on 18 July 1978. 
 
Barons Essendon (1932) 
 
Frederick Lewis, 1st Baron Essendon  (1870–1944) 
 
Brian Lewis, 2nd Baron Essendon  (1903–1978) 
 
 
 

Lewis as High Sheriff of Radnorshire 
 
1551 Thomas Lewis of Harpton 1637 Morris Lewis of Stones 

1560 Evan Lewis of Gladestry 1658 Thomas Lewis of Harpton 

1565 Evan Lewis of Gladestry 1659 Thomas Lewis of Harpton 

1573 William Lewis of Nash 1683 Thomas Lewis of Harpton 

1578 Evan Lewis of Gladestry 1693 Hugh Lewis of Hindwell 

1582 Rhys Lewis of Gladestry 1695 Thomas Lewis of Nantgwillt 

1584 Evan Lewis of Gladestry 1697 Thomas Lewis of Harpton 

1592 Evan Lewis of Gladestry 1756 John Lewis of Presteigne 

1611 Hugh Lewis (Harpton?) 1797 Percival Lewis of Downton 

1620 Hugh Lewis of Harpton 1804 Thomas Frankland Lewis of Harpton 

1886: Sir Herbert Edmund Frankland Lewis, 4th Baronet of Harpton Court 

1914: Hon Herbert Clark Lewis of Saundersfoot, Pembrokeshire 

1918: Henry William Duff-Gordon of Harpton Court, Old Radnor 

1921: Reverend Claud Edmund Lewis, Evancoyd Court of Evanjobb 
 
 



The Lewis’s of ‘The Van’, Glamorgan, Wales 
 
LEWIS family, of Van, Glam.  This was a prominent Glamorgan family which can be 
treated as a whole, as no one of its members was of great historical importance.  Its 
distinguishing characteristics were a lengthy pedigree and a marvellous aptitude for the 
acquisition of property. 
 
EDWARD LEWIS was the first that took the surname.  He built the older portions of Van , 
near Caerphilly, Glam., and enclosed the park.  He purchased the manor of Roath-Keynsham , 
part of the estate of Keynsham abbey, and was sheriff of Glamorgan in 1548, 1555, and 1559.  
His wife was Ann, daughter of Sir William Morgan, of Pencoyd, Mon., a member of the 
Tredegar family . 
 
THOMAS LEWIS, his son, was sheriff of Glamorgan in 1569.  His first wife was Margaret 
Gamage of Coity , at the time widow of Miles Mathew of Llandaff .  He added to the Van and 
built the Lewis house in S. Mary Street, Cardiff, which was finally demolished about 1865.  
He d. at Cardiff 2 Nov. 1594.  The ‘inquisitiones’ taken on his death are of considerable local 
interest. 
 
Sir EDWARD LEWIS (1560 – 1628), eldest son of Thomas Lewis [the man who gave the 
living of Llanfaches to William Wroth , q.v. ], was knighted in 1603, and was sheriff of 
Glamorgan in 1601 and 1612.  He indulged in a good deal of litigation and added 
considerably to the family estates.  The most interesting of his purchases was S. Fagans castle, 
bought from Sir William Herbert of Cardiff in 1616, and now the Folk Museum of Wales.  
This included the present house built by Dr. John Gibbon about 1590.  He d. 9 Jan. 1628. 
 
Sir EDWARD LEWIS (d. 1630), the second, was also knighted in 1603.  He lived at 
Edington, Wilts., of which he was lessee.  He was Gentleman of the Privy Chamber to prince 
Henry in 1610 and afterwards to prince Charles.  He d. at Edington, 10 Oct. 1630 — two 
years after his father. 
 
WILLIAM LEWIS (d. 1661 ), succeeded to the estate and d. in 1661.  His wife was 
Margaret, heiress of the estates of Brill and Boarstal, to both of which he added.  He was a 
strong Parliamentarian. 
 
EDWARD LEWIS (1650 - 1674), who was born 30 July 1650, bequeathed the Glamorgan 
estate to his uncle Richard Lewis in tail male. 
 
The uncle, RICHARD LEWIS (1623 - 1706), purchased the manor of Corsham and was 
buried there.  He certainly neglected and possibly dismantled Van . He d. 7 Oct. 1706. 
 
THOMAS LEWIS (d. 1736 ), son of Richard Lewis, was the last Lewis of Van.  The date of 
his birth is not recorded but it must have been before 1668.  He was a member of Parliament 
for various constituencies for many years.  He d. at Soberton, Hants., his wife's property, 22 
Nov. 1736.  ELIZABETH, his only daughter and heiress, m. Other Windsor, third earl of 
Plymouth of the first creation. 
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